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George Barlow on Eniwetak Atoll, Marshall Islands, in the 1970s. Photo by Ken McKay.
one from a swimming accident and one by a drunk driver. His parents were both seriously injured in a car accident, which disabled his father (Stewart et al., 2004) . Despite these losses, George seized life. His athletic accomplishments included avid surfing, high school varsity football and varsity waterpolo at UCLA, where he competed in the national championships. Boyd Walker introduced George to Jacques Cousteau and his aqualung in 1949 (Stewart et al., 2004) . George used the aqualung as a powerful research tool, all the while fulfilling his passion for the water. After completing his B.A. at UCLA in 1951, George volunteered for the Coast Guard during the Korean War (1951) (1952) (1953) ; he was assigned to Honolulu, where he explored coral reefs. "I volunteered for the Coast Guard, reasoning that I would have more responsibility for boat handling than I would find in the Navy", wrote George.
George's boat handling, diving and water skills proved useful in a research career that included two weeks in an underwater habitat in Costa Rica, a Galapagos expedition in 1967, diving at French Frigate Shoals in the windward islands of Hawaii and many field seasons diving in the crater lakes of Nicaragua. He also established and was the first director of UC Berkeley's biological station on Moorea in French Polynesia. Before those opportunities, in 1955, George married Gerta Offczarczyk, who as a German Jew had
